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DEMOCRACY PROMOTION 

ANO ABSTRACTEO SOVEREIGNTY 


Dina Jadallah 

The United States usually presents itself in exceptional tenns. In the last thirty 
years, it has presented itself as the beacon of democracy. As "leader of the free 
world," the United States has taken upon itself the responsibility to spread Can 
implicitly-assumed) universally desired liberal democracy. While it uses, and 
has used, war-euphemized as intervention, the global war on terror, or various 
operations of freedom-the United States also relies on democracy promotion 
efforts that spread nonns, procedures, and methods of pluralist govemance. These 
include free and fair elections, universal adult suffrage, basic individual freedoms, 
free opposition parties, and rule of law, which ostensibly benefit all people. The 
narrative also insists that altruism is what drives US interest in seeing "American" 
values offreedom and "democratic peace" prevail in the intemational state system. 

This article argues that claims of exceptionalism are crucial for constructing the 
myths necessary for sustaining and expanding American dominance over global 
capitalism and the intemational system of states. Democracy promotion is a means 
of constructing shared values and concepts, structures, procedures, and elites that 
subdue and channel mass popular demands arising from the socio-economic arena. 
These democracy promotion techniques are presented as a means oftransition to an 
eventual goal ofa pluralist democracy. The claimed pluralist democratic outcome that 
is being promoted serves an ideological function by making democracy promotion 
efforts palatable, and even welcomed, by those on the receiving end. Practically 
however, the ideological twinning ofpluralist ideology with democracy promotion 
efforts is a system ofgovemance and not ofpluralist democracy. Govemance is the 
means of abstracting sovereignty---or the power to rule autonomously-so that it 
lies aboye and beyond ordinary people. These techniques seek to manage popular 
grievances by keeping them separate from the political sphere. Isolated, they cannot 
challenge the prevailing distribution. The interests of US power can then expand 
under the contemporary misnomers ofglobalization and free markets. This obscures 
the system's domination by an intemational elite of capitalists and rulers, whose 
interests are interlinked with US power upon which they depend for military defense 

Dina ladallah is a PhD candidate at the School of Middle Eastern and North African Studies at the 
University ofArizona. 
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